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Fr. Isidro Abano, Dr. Lilian Sison, Dr. Maria Serena Diokno, Dr. Ana Maria Theresa Labrador, Prof. 

Eric Zerrudo, our Vice-Chairperson for our Culture Committee, esteemed  foreign guests and dignitaries 

from Japan and HongKong, colleagues from universities and cultural agencies in the Philippines, 

distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, good morning. 

 

 It is quite fitting that we are her today to open the Science and Technology for Art 2012 (START 

2012) Conference. I cannot think of a better venue to gather professionals and officials of government 

agencies, civic organizations, and the academe than here, in the Royal Pontifical University of Santo Tomas 

(UST) the oldest university in our region, and a National Cultural Treasure of the Philippines. The very venue 

of this conference espouses rich history and heritage. For four centuries, UST has served home to discourses 

of various disciplines: from the analyses of the Social Sciences, the introspections of Humanities, to the 

rigors of the Material and Life Sciences. 

 

 We thank the Official Development Assistance Grants for UNESCO Activities of the Japanese 

Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology and the Kyoto University for making this 

event possible. We convey our deepest appreciation to the organizers: the University of the Philippines, 

National Museum, National Historical Commission and UST for bringing together eminent experts and 

experienced professionals to share their knowledge and experience through this conference. 

 

 As seen in the framework of this conference, the conservation of cultural and natural heritage 

entails an active and vigorous multidisciplinary approach. Over the past decades, the international 

community, through the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), has 

adopted international standard-setting instruments to respond to the urgency of conserving material and 

non-material heritage amidst rapid and unfettered economic  growth and social development. 

 

 In the 1970’s, the focus of the international community was the preservation of buildings, 

monuments, and sites through the UNESCO World Heritage Convention. Over time, the Convention  

broadened its concerns to include cultural landscapes, which emphasize the indispensible role of 

communities and of their harmonious relationship with the environment in  giving rise to living landscapes 

of unparalleled beauty. 

 



 Three decades after the implementation of the World Heritage Programme, UNESCO, in response 

to the concerns of developing countries, adopted the Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) Convention. The 

ICH Programme complements the World Heritage Convention as it focuses on the non-material culture of 

communities: their beliefs, practices, rituals and expressions. The thrust of this programme is to encourage 

then inventory of non-material heritage to facilitate documentation and enhance the transmission of 

indigenous knowledge to younger generations. 

 

 Alongside these Conventions, UNESCO has instituted the Man and Biosphere (MAB) Programme 

aiming to complement and enhance conservation initiatives. The main agenda of MAB is to harness the 

strengths of the social and natural sciences in undertaking research on the state of biodiversity of globally 

important reserves. Through interdisciplinary approaches MAB seeks to improve the capacity of 

communities to  prevent and mitigate loss of biodiversity. It helps localities find the elusive balance of 

sustainability using natural resources to uplift the economic conditions of the community. 

 

 UNESCO Programmes are considered standard-setting instruments. Member States are called to 

adapt them into their country’s specific contexts. Cultural and natural heritage professionals are encouraged 

thus, to pursue graduate degrees, engage in fellowship programmes and participate in professional training, 

such as this conference. 

 

 In the face of changing social and natural environments, issues surrounds our sites are constantly 

evolving. As heritage professionals, we must strive to lead our communities in ensuring our ability to 

effectively manage these changes. After all, UNESCO envisions the rise of innovative society, that prepare 

people not only to embrace and adapt to change but also to manage and influence it.1 

 

 I hope that this conference will inspire in each of us the spirit of novelty and innovation. Thank you 

again and good day. 

                                                           
1
 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). (2008). Medium-Term 

Strategy for 2008-2013, Paris, France: UNESCO. Retrieved from 
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/bureau-of-strategic-planning/resources/medium-term-strategy-c4/ 


